Temporary cardiac pacing. Diagnostic and therapeutic indications.
Temporary cardiac pacing is a useful tool both diagnostically and therapeutically. A wide array of methods are available for delivering such pacing to the myocardium. Careful patient evaluation, which includes ruling out the use of certain drugs and the presence of certain diseases, will help determine the most desirable pacing therapy. In an emergency situation, transcutaneous pacing is the ideal modality for use by the primary care physician.